
10 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SEO

An overview of the 10 most important (and most practical) search engine 

ranking factors that anyone can apply to their website/business.

Written by Alex Sanfilippo

The Beginners Guide to Understanding Search Engine Optimization



SEO is not as technical as it sounds. You don’t need to be a website developer, or marketing professional 

to get your website to rank on Google. In fact, the most crucial ranking factors are actually quite simple.
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SEO

UNDERSTANDING 
THE BASICS
SEO = Search Engine Optimization

SEO is the practice of optimizing 

websites to make them reach a 

high position in Google’s search 

results.*** SEO focuses on 

rankings in the organic (non-paid) 

search results.

SEO is designed to cause 

web pages to appear in 

search engine result pages. 

Basically, think of SEO as a 

translator between Google 

and your website.

All of this is done through 

‘keywords’ - Your 

keywords are what you 

want Google to recognize 

you for. They are what you 

want to be noticed for.

Learn more from my friends at Yoast: yoast.com/what-is-seo
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*** I am going to reference Google throughout this eBook; 

but everything I mention applies to all search engines. Google 
is the industry leader and sets the trends/future of SEO.

https://yoast.com/what-is-seo/
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USING SEO PLUGINS/APPS

SEO plugins/apps provide a huge 

benefit and I believe all website 

owners should have one installed. 

Most of these plugins/apps are free.

Recommended: Yoast SEO

SEO plugins are designed to 

be a guide, not an automated 

solution. You still have to do 

the ground work.

SEO plugins/apps don’t do 

anything by themselves.

Don’t get too caught up with the 

“green light” feature that most 

SEO plugins/apps have  these days. 

Instead, finish reading this PDF, and 

focus on what really matters in 

regards to ranking your content.

If you chase the green light, 

you may end up tricking the 

SEO plugin/app that you wrote 

something worthy of ranking, 

but you cannot trick Google.
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As previously mentioned, your ‘keywords’ are what you want 
Google to recognize you for. Google may pull the wrong 

keywords from your content, so make sure that you are following 
the guidelines on the SEO plugin/app. Also, make sure the focus 

of your content is really what you want to rank for.

Keywords that rank high are always more than one word.

Make your keywords very specific 

Example keywords that will rank and will not rank:

‘Condo for rent’ – Will not rank!
‘Luxury condo for rent in Jacksonville Florida’ – Will rank!

‘Pet grooming service’ – Will not rank!
‘Mobile pet grooming service in Atlanta’ – Will rank!

RIGHT KEYWORDS
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT KEYWORDS
In today’s world of SEO, localization is the key to high ranking websites. 

Using localized keywords will bring more traffic to your website.

of all searches on Google are local.

of local searches lead to in-store visits and (or) 

immediate purchasingdecisions.

of local-mobile searches are looking for name address 

and phone number specifically.

of people say that they confirm the location of a 

business before going for the first time.

The following stats are from WebsiteMagazine.com:

71%

50%

80%

46%

Take this into consideration when you are choosing your

keywords that you desire your content to rank for.
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Smartphones are the reason for the 

redefinition of keyword usage. Voice 

recognition is getting better and the 

technology is getting smarter. As a 

result, the way we search is changing.

Consider the way people will speak when 

searching for your content; not what they 

would type. Voice searches contain exactly 

what one is looking for. Keywords must be 

geared toward natural speech patterns.
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WHEN YOU THINK KEYWORDS, THINK NATURAL SPEECH PATTERNS.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT KEYWORDS
The world of keywords is evolving. The future is all about voice search.

ComScore says that by 2020 50% of searches will be voice searches.

Example of normal typed search: “Restaurants in Jax FL 32256”

Example of normal voice search: “Places to eat around me now”

http://www.alexsanfilippo.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=ComScore


WHERE TO PLACE KEYWORDS

You’re probably wondering where it is important to 

place your keywords; and rightfully so! Placing your 

keywords correctly is what will lead to high-ranking 

content on Google.

“Where should I use my keywords?”

» It is 100% necessary to have your keywords in the first    

paragraph of your content.

» Your keywords should be in the URL of the page or post.

» Having your keywords in the title helps a lot, but is not 

required to rank.

» Add your keywords in H2, H3, H4 fonts when it makes 

sense.

» Add keywords to the title and alt text of your images.

» Add your keywords to your unique meta description.

» Add your keyword multiple times throughout the text in 

your content.
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WHERE TO PLACE KEYWORDS
Equally as important as where to place your 

keywords is where not to place them.

You can destroy good content by misusing 

keywords. As mentioned earlier, you can trick an 

SEO program, but you cannot trick Google.

“Where should I avoid using my keywords?”

» Avoid word stuffing. Don’t fit your keywords 

everywhere you can to “rank” higher.

» Avoid linking to other pages/posts using the same 

keywords.

» Avoid heavily modifying your content to better ‘fit’ 

your keywords.

» Avoid attempting to use keywords that aren’t 

really keywords for your content. (Don’t mislead)

» Avoid using the same keywords for multiple blog 

post, website pages or products.
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If your website takes more than 3 

seconds to load, you’ll lose up to 

40% of potential customers. -

Welcome to the world of instant 

gratification!

Don’t get too overwhelmed! No matter 

how great your website is, all speed tests 

will give you a long list of things to fix. 

Although some recommended fixes will 

improve your website speed, most will 

not make a noticeable difference.

Finding out the speed of your 

website and what adjustments need 

to be made to improve the speed is 

very simple. Visit: tools.pingdom.com. 

This website will give you an idea of 

how your website is doing.

If you find that your website is slow 

and needs some upgrades, I 

encourage you to work with a web 

developer. Most of them are very 

affordable and will be able to improve 

your website speed easily.
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Google loves a fast website.

But your potential customers love it even more.

WEBSITE SPEED MATTERS

03

02
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SHIFTING 
FOCUS TO 
MOBILE 

WEBSITES

10 Things You Need to Know About SEO

www.AlexSanfilippo.com

In 2018 Google will 

announce that they 

have moved to a 

mobile first indexing. 

This is a fancy way of 

saying that Google 

finds your mobile 

website to be more 

important than your 

desktop website.

At the beginning of 

2017, more than 50% 

of web searches 

began coming from 

mobile devices. This 

was a major turning 

point for search 

engines.

Make sure that your 

website has a theme 

or template that is 

mobile-friendly. 

Check the formatting. 

Does it look good on 

mobile devices?

Much like checking your website speed, checking your mobile website 

status is also important. I recommend using Google’s mobile speed test. 

Visit: testmysite.thinkwithgoogle.com. This test will generate a report on 

what can be fixed/improved to better optimize your mobile website.

http://www.alexsanfilippo.com/
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If Google knows that your website is secure, it will send more people to it. 
It is becoming more important than ever to have a certified secure website.

This gets technical, but hang in there with me!

Your website needs to be filed for an SSL (Secure Socket Layer) certificate. 
This is how Google decides if your website is secure or not. Use this 
reference to find out if your website is secure: 

https://www.digicert.com/blog/buy-site-know-website-secure

Now lets say you’ve determined that your website is not secure. Well, I 
have good news for you! #1, it’s easy to fix. #2, You don’t have to fix it 
yourself! Your hosting provider should do this for you at no charge.

Remember, your hosting provider sets up your secure website. You just 
have to ask them to do it. If they want to charge you to do this, it’s time to 
switch your hosting provider. [Recommended Hosting: titanhost.io]

SECURE WEBSITES
RANK HIGHER
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SECURE WEBSITES RANK HIGHER

There are two other main ways that Google considers websites to be unsafe. 

These are two things that you should avoid completely.

Don’t use 

duplicate content.

Don’t post the same content 

on your website if it is on 

other websites; even if it’s 

something you wrote. Google 

views duplicate content as 

potential spam/unsecure.

Don’t link to websites 

that are unsecure.

Linking to websites that are unsafe 

will hurt your ranking and flag your 

website as dangerous. Don’t link to 

websites with excessive advertising 

and websites that are not secure. 

(No SSL / HTTPS)
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Unlike social media, search engines do 

not include images on their search 

results page. This means that your title 

and your meta description are very 

important. If you want more clicks to 

your website, you must create strong 

meta descriptions.

Google refers to the descriptions that 

come up in search engines under the title 

as meta descriptions. This information is 

what your website tells Google to display. 

This is another benefit to using an SEO 

plugin/app. It’s the easiest way to setup 

your meta descriptions.

Many people give into the temptation of having their 

meta description containing the first few sentences of 

their content. But, this isn’t a best practice. Google 

views this as duplicate content and could hurt your 

ranking. You need to be very creative with the words 

you use in your meta description. You want to give the 

reader enough to see that you have what they want, 

without giving everything away. The idea of a meta 
description is to draw people into your website.

CREATING STRONG META 

DESCRIPTIONS
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THREE WAYS TO QUICKLY IMPROVE YOUR OVERALL WEBSITE LINKING STRATEGY:

If your theme/template allows 

it, enable breadcrumbs. This 

shows people (and Google) 

the path taken to get to the 

page they are on.

A member of the Google executive team recently said this, “High-quality content and link buildingare the two most 

important signals used by Google to rank your website for search.” 

Translation: Linking is one of the most important factors for getting a high website ranking!

Having the right internal and external links will increase overall website ranking and help point Google to what is most 

important on your website.

DEVELOPING A DEEP LINKING STRATEGY

10 Things You Need to Know About SEO

www.AlexSanfilippo.com

If you have products, make 

sure that every product page 

has a “related products” 

section. If you have a blog, 

make sure that you have 

“related posts” on every blog 

post.

Confirm that your 

main website 

navigation is visible 

on every page, 

product and post.

#1 #2 #3 
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DEVELOPING A DEEP LINKING STRATEGY

Now that we have covered 3 ways to improve your overall website linking strategy, 

let’s get into the two sides of linking strategy for your content.

INTERNAL LINKING STRATEGY

(Links to other pages on your website)

EXTERNAL LINKING STRATEGY 

(Links to other websites completely)

A very simple way to begin doing this is to 

make sure that your website has no ‘dead-

ends.’ Every post and every page should 

link to another page or post on your 

website. As often as possible, link to the 

page or post that you want people to see 

the most. This is called cornerstone 

content. It helps Google know what is 

most important to you about your website.

The more websites that link to yours, the 

more credibility that you get with Google. 

When you link to another website, make 

sure to ask them to link back to 

you. Make sure that you only link to 

reputable sources! Google views who you 

link to as your friends – be careful who 

you associate yourself with!
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CONTENT IS KING

If there is one SEO ranking factor that is most 
important, it’s content. Content is king! The quality of 
your content is the deciding factor for ranking with 
search engines.

Remember what theexecutiveat Google said?

"High-quality content and link buildingare the two most 
important signals used by Google to rank your website 
for search.“

Creating strong content that will rank is no simple task. 
There are a lot of variables. But, first things first; make 
sure your content is written well. Proof read and proof 
read again! Make sure when your content goes ‘live’ 
that it’s top-quality.

Once you’ve written content with no typos or improper 
grammar, it’s time to focus on the key indicators. 
Google has two key indicators for how they define 
strong content. Authority and Transparency. 10 Things You Need to Know About SEO
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CONTENT IS KING

#1 Authority

Definition The power to influence others, especially because of one's commanding 
manner, or one's recognized knowledge about something.

Here are some questions to ask yourself:

❑ Do I really know about the product that I am claiming to know about?

❑ Am I knowledgeable on the topic?

❑ Are my facts correct and clearly stated?

Words to avoid using:

I think, perhaps, maybe, possibly, probably, most likely, likely, should be, etc.

If you display authority in your writing, it will rank higher. Why? Because people on 
Google are looking for solutions and answers, not for ideas or possible answers. 
Google will rank you higher if you have the answer to people’s questions.
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#2 Transparency

Definition Having thoughts, feelings, or motives that are easily perceived.

Search engines give higher ranking to content that is easy to perceive, which 
makes sense. It’s frustrating when a search engine leads you to a website that is 
vague or doesn’t give you complete details, isn’t it?

In the future you’ll see less and less websites with vague details ranking highly 
on search engines.

Here are some practical ways to write content with transparency:

❑ If you are selling a product or service, share your pricing! Make sure all of 
the details are there, and make sure that it’s complete information.

❑ If your website does not have products or services (just information, like a 
blog) make sure that it’s complete information. Don’t withhold information 
that is needed or desired.

CONTENT IS KING
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I hope that these 10 practical facts about SEO have helped expand your knowledge. If applied, 
they will truly help you develop stronger, higher-ranking content. If you have feedback or 
questions, please e-mail me directly; I’d love to hear from you!

If I can encourage you to do one thing after reading this, it’s to continue your education about 
SEO. You can easily do this by subscribing to my website, as I will continuously keep those I’m 
connected with informed and educated as I learn and grow myself.

Thank you for reading,

Alex Sanfilippo
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